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August, 1878, in presenting an important petition
from India in the House of Lords, endorsed the state-
ment that " within the last seven years, in Bengal
alone, there has been an increase of about a million,
and for the whole of India more than three millions,
per annum by provincial taxation."

When such opinions as these have been expressed
by those who must be regarded as the very highest
authorities on all questions affecting the government
of India, it is not too much'to say that the very exist-
ence of our rule in India may be gravely imperilled
unless the finances of that country are placed in a
more satisfactory position. The English people should
awaken to the fact that the question is one which
vitally concerns themselves as well as the people
of India. There is scarcely any event which would
bring greater discredit and greater misfortune on
England than for the Indian Government to be forced
to say: " Our financial exigencies are such that it
is impossible to pay our way without coming to
England for pecuniary aid." A burden might thus
be cast upon English taxpayers which they would
find hard to ,bear, and the consequences to India
would be still more disastrous; for from the hour
in which she was obliged to seek subventions from
England, her virtual insolvency would be proclaimed.
Before it is too late, England should resolve that